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CLASS NOTES
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notes and to discover the many ways to connect
with other alumni and the DePaul community.
1960s
Sharon F. Kissane (LAS
’62) received a Distinguished
Lifetime Achievement Award
in the arts from Marquis’
Who’s Who. Her artwork is
part of a juried multimedia
presentation celebrating Harper College’s 50th anniversary.
She is the founder of Kissane
Communications Ltd., a
boutique public relations firm.
1970s
The Hon. Joan Marie
Kubalanza (LAS ’77, MA
’79) was appointed as an
associate judge in Cook
County, Ill.
Joseph M. Petitti (MBA
’77) was appointed head of
West Coast operations for
Signature Bank.
James A. Harding Jr. (MBA
’81) is CEO of Henry Schein
One, which provides integrated dental technology, practice
management, marketing and
patient communication.
1980s
William G. Dempsey
(BUS ’80) was elected
executive chairman of
the board of directors of
Hill-Rom Holdings Inc. on
March 6, 2018.

Gabrielle M. Buckley (JD
’81) was named director of
Loyola University’s Gannon
Center for Women and
Leadership. Buckley is an
adjunct professor of law
at the John Marshall Law
School and a partner at
Vedder Price P.C., where she
practices immigration law.

Brian P. Coleman (BUS
’82, JD ’86) was elected to
the board of directors for La
Porte County Habitat for
Humanity in Indiana. He is a
senior contract manager with
the Catholic Archdiocese of
Chicago and a director of a
commercial property company
in the United Kingdom.

James E. Hanlon (BUS
’81, JD ’84) was appointed
an associate judge in Cook
County, Ill.

Paula A. Price (BUS ’82)
was appointed CFO of
Macy’s Inc. in July 2018.

Margaret Lawrence (LAS
’81) joined Berkeley Point
Capital as chief underwriter
of FHA in the firm’s Bethesda
(Md.) headquarters.
John W. Strong (MBA ’81)
was appointed to the advisory
board for Supply Clinic, an
online marketplace for dental
supplies. Strong is founding
president and CEO of
Consorta Inc. and past senior
vice president of Premier Inc.
James Carlini (MBA
’82) was published in
the National Military
Intelligence Foundation’s
American Intelligence
Journal. His white paper,
“NANOKRIEG: Attaining
Global Net Superiority,”
discusses cyberwarfare and
establishing cybersecurity
for critical infrastructure in
the 21st century.

Ron Griggs (BUS ’83)
joined Avaya Holdings Corp.
as vice president for system
integrator relations.
Larry S. Rogers Sr. (JD
’83, DHL ’09) received a
distinguished service award
from the John Marshall Law
School Alumni Association
in May 2018.
Mark Castaneda (BUS
’86, MST ’94) is the CFO of
Tilray Inc., a global pioneer
in cannabis cultivation. Castaneda is based in Toronto.
Todd A. Schmidt (THE
MFA ’86) was named
executive director of the
Alabama Shakespeare
Festival and co-leader of the
State Theatre of Alabama,
both in Montgomery.
Martha Wilke (CMN
’86, DHL ’17) retired
as president and general

ENGAGEMENTS & MARRIAGES
» Erica Davis-Holder

is the director of data
and evaluation at Casa de
Maryland, Hyattsville.

(SNL ’07) and Maj. Jeffrey
Johnson (ret.) were married
on June 26, 2017, during
a sunset ceremony on the
white-sanded beach of
Siesta Key, Fla.

» Kathryn O’Keeffe

» Lissette Flores (LAS

’08) and Amilcar Guzman
were married June 24 at
Meridian Hill Park in
Washington, D.C. Flores is
a supervisory community

development specialist
at the Department of
Housing and Urban
Development. Guzman

Dodsworth (BUS ’12) and
Arthur Royce Hebbard II
(BUS ’13) were married
Jan. 14 in Chicago. She is
employed in investment
banking at Houlihan Lokey
in Chicago. He works in
sales at MicroStar Keg
Management.

COLLEGE AND
SCHOOL
abbreviation key

manager of WBBM-TV
Chicago on March 23. She
oversaw the CBS-owned
station since October 2012.

» BUS Driehaus

College of Business

James R. Mulleady
(MBA ’88) is now general
manager of Coldwell Banker
Mulleady Inc. Realtors,
taking over from his father.

» CDM College of

Computing and
Digital Media
» CMN College of
Communication
» CSH College of
Science and Health
» EDU College of
Education
» GSD Goodman
School of Drama
» JD College of Law
» LAS College of
Liberal Arts and
Social Sciences
» MUS School of
Music
» SNL School for
New Learning
» THE The Theatre
School

Paul VeZolles (LAS MA
’88) is a 2018 recipient of
Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis’
(IUPUI) Spirit of
Philanthropy Award. He
created the VeZolles Lecture
in Economics, based at
IUPUI. As president of
Chatham Park Development
in North Carolina, VeZolles
leads investment in real
estate, hospitality, renewable
energy and startups.
Deborah L. Borman (JD
’89) joined the tenure-track
faculty of the University of
Arkansas William H. Bowen
School of Law in the fall of
2018. Borman is a frequent
speaker on law education
at national and regional
academic conferences.
Scott F. Haines (MBA ’89)
was named executive director
of the Ligonier Valley (Pa.)
Chamber of Commerce.
G. Peter Nichols (JD
’89) was named a partner
in the intellectual property
department of Barnes &
Thornburg LLP in Chicago.
Anne Pramaggiore
(JD ’89, DHL ’11) was
promoted from ComEd
president and CEO to senior
executive vice president and
CEO of Exelon Utilities. She
will oversee Exelon’s six local
electric and gas utilities.
Scott Steffens (BUS
’89), a partner with Grant
Thornton LLP, was named
MetroDC-Arlington
not-for-profit practice leader
in May 2018.
1990s
Conrad Eimers (MBA
’90), president of Vision
Financial Group Inc.,
received the 2018 David H.
Fenig Distinguished Service
in Advocacy Award from
the Equipment Leasing and
Finance Association for his
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significant advocacy for
sound public policies in the
equipment finance industry.

album of the Christ Stains in
2017. Another album is due
to be released late in 2018.

Ann Pistone (CMN ’90)
was the recipient of the
2018 Distinguished Alumna
Award from DePaul’s Center
for Journalism Integrity and
Excellence. Pistone is the
investigative producer for
ABC7 Chicago’s Eyewitness
I-Team.

Gary P. Pomykala (MBA
’92) received the Adam
Smith Alumnus of the Year
Award from Lewis University
in Romeoville, Ill. He is the
owner and president of The
Pomykala Group LLC, an
audit and tax consultancy
based in Westmont, Ill.

Daniel B. Eagan III (MBA
’91) rejoined Bernstein
Private Wealth Management
as senior vice president and
managing director.

James Robinson (BUS
’92) was named president
and chief operating officer
of pharmaceutical firm
Alkermes plc in March 2018.

Laurie M. (Tolczyk)
Ellenberger (BUS ’91) was
promoted to vice president
of finance and accounting
with Indianapolis-based PTS
Diagnostics, a global provider
of point-of-care diagnostics.

Jeff Borchers (BUS ’93)
joined Opportune LLP, a
leading global energy consulting firm, as a managing
director in its tax practice.

Masa J. Massenberg (LAS
’91) was named principal
of North Glendale (Mo.)
Elementary School, effective
July 1, 2018. She founded
Project McHenry, a school
community development program, coordinates SistaGirls,
a mentoring and motivational
program for girls, and is
chairperson of the Missouri
School Improvement Plan
Curriculum Committee.
Christopher J. Olson
(THE ’91) published “100
Greatest Cult Films” in April
2018. He is the co-author of
“Possessed Women, Haunted
States: Cultural Tensions
in Exorcism Cinema” and
writes movie reviews and
other film-related articles.
Anthony P. Colucci
(BUS ’92, MBA ’98) was
appointed CFO of Hayward
Industries Inc., a manufacturer of residential and
commercial swimming pool
equipment, in May 2018.
Robert J. Hurns (JD ’92)
an attorney, musician, and
founder and president of
Chicago-based Curio Cabinet
Records, released the debut

Angela Cady (MBA ’93)
was named national sales
manager at WDIV-TV,
Graham Media Group's
NBC affiliate in Detroit.
James F. Ingold (MBA
’93) was promoted to senior
vice president of finance,
treasurer and CFO of the
Gas Technology Institute,
based in Des Plaines, Ill.
Steven Ryan (MBA ’93)
was hired as a director at
Prairie Capital Advisors Inc.,
a leading corporate advisory
and investment banking
firm. Ryan will work at
the firm’s headquarters in
Oakbrook Terrace, Ill., and
will focus on new business
development initiatives.
James F. Volpe (JD ’93)
was named director of the
Suburban Law Enforcement
Academy at the College of
DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Ill.,
beginning June 25, 2018.
Caroline S. Costa (BUS
’94) was appointed head
of the biotechnology and
medical device division of
Taycor Financial.
Susan Haling (JD ’94)
was appointed executive
inspector general for the

BIRTHS & ADOPTIONS
» Kurt Wunderlich (MBA ’08, MS ’10) and his wife,

Elizabeth Ori, celebrated the births of their two children,
Eleanor and Emmett, on March 15, 2018.
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agencies of Illinois Gov.
Bruce Rauner. Haling
has more than six years of
experience in the Office of
the Inspector General.
Gladys Lopez (JD ’94)
was named senior vice
president and chief human
resources officer of Norton
Healthcare, located in
Louisville, Ky.

» Donnie Young
(LAS ’95, CDM MS ’10)
was promoted to
creative director at
SapientRazorfish, part
of the Publicis Groupe,
a global marketing
and advertising
holding company.
He also serves as a
global co-lead of
Égalité, Publicis
Groupe’s business
resource group for
LGBTQ employees
and their allies.
Charles S. Beach (JD ’96)
was appointed an associate
judge in Cook County, Ill.
Bruce Dmytrow (MBA
’96) was appointed senior
vice president, healthcare, at
CNA. In this role, Dmytrow
is responsible for the overall
strategic leadership and
direction of CNA’s
industry-leading healthcare
underwriting unit.
Jeff Kosc (JD ’96) has
joined the Indianapolis office
of Taft Stettinius & Hollister
LLP as a partner in the
intellectual property (IP) and
technology practices.
Nancy Nee (LAS MS ’96)
joined the Federal Reserve
Bank of Cleveland’s eGov
department as vice president,
e-commerce strategic
initiatives. Nee previously
worked at Gartner, a
leading information
technology research and
advisory company.

Luis H. Krug (BUS ’97,
CDM MS ’99) is CEO of
GAMB.io, which creates software for online merchants.
Erica MacDonald (JD
’97) was sworn in as U.S.
Attorney for the District of
Minnesota in June 2018.
Melanie Margolin (JD
’97) was appointed senior
vice president and general
counsel of Wabash National
Corporation, a diversified
industrial manufacturer
and a leading producer
of semitrailers and liquid
transportation systems.
Kristen Perteet (CSH
’97) and Hassahn
Liggins (CSH ’00) were
honored with a resolution
sponsored by the board
of commissioners of
the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago recognizing
them and their nonprofit,
Be the Miracle, for helping
Chicago schoolchildren
with scholarships and
mentoring programs.
Edward J. Vaughn
(MBA ’97) received
Exelon Energy’s Community
Employee Volunteer Award.
Exelon provided a $10,000
donation to the organization
of his choice, DuPage Valley
Special Athletes.
Daniel Balys (JD ’98)
joined the global law firm
Greenberg Traurig LLP as of
counsel in the Chicago office.
Andrew J. Boblak (BUS
’98) was promoted to lieutenant by the Orland Park
(Ill.) Police Department. He
has been a police officer for
more than 18 years.
Deborah J. Goschy (SNL
’98) was promoted to
regulatory affairs manager
after working with the regulatory team at Bell Flavors &
Fragrances in Northbrook,
Ill., for five years.
Kevin M. Miller (JD ’98)
was appointed as a judge
in Minnesota’s Seventh
Judicial District.
Valerie K. Richmond
(JD ’98) joined Burr &
Forman LLP’s Atlanta
office as counsel in the
firm’s creditors’ rights and
bankruptcy practice group.

Nicole M. Schumacher
(CMN ’98) was named
chief marketing officer
of Pre Brands, a provider
of premium grass-fed
beef products.
Christina Sepiol (MEd
’98) was named the assistant
superintendent of student
services for Indian Prairie
School District 204, located in
the far west Chicago suburbs.
Peter Tsiolis (JD ’98)
founded Strategic Project
Management Inc., a boutique
firm that specializes in project
management, economic
development, budget formulation and implementation,
and partnerships between the
private and public sectors.
The firm recently received an
Engineering Excellence Award
from the American Council
of Engineering Companies.
Wendy M. Musielak (BUS
’99, JD ’03) is a partner in
the Andrew Cores Family
Law Group. She is a Fellow
for the Collaborative Law
Institute of Illinois and was
named the DuPage County
Bar Association’s Lawyer of
the Year in 2013.
Daniel A. Trevino (JD
’99) was appointed as an
associate judge in Cook
County, Ill.
2000s
Sandra F. Arreguin (LAS
’00, MEd ’03) is the new
assistant superintendent of
curriculum and instruction
for Niles Township High
School District 219.
Jon Cotton (BUS ’00) was
selected to chair Medicaid
Health Plans of America,
a national association that
represents providers of the
federal program. Cotton, who
became corporate president
of Detroit-based Meridian
in August 2017, will be
responsible for strategies to
improve Medicaid.
Brian Lohan (BUS ’00)
joined Arnold & Porter’s
as a partner in the firm’s
bankruptcy and restructuring practice.
Stephanie A. McLaughlin
(JD ’00) is the executive
director of the Stamford
(Conn.) Hospital Foundation.

Previously, she was a partner
with Sandak Hennessey &
Greco LLP.
Juliet McDaniel (LAS
MA ’00) published her
debut novel, “Mr. and
Mrs. American Pie,” with
Inkshares in August 2018.
Joseph E. Cordova (LAS
’01) is one of four Equal
Justice Works Fellows funded for 2018–20. Cordova
will serve immigrant and
migrant worker families by
using education, outreach,
policy advocacy and
community lawyering to
increase community power,
socioeconomic opportunities
and legal services.
Lee J. Diamandakis (BUS
’01) was named senior vice
president for institutional
sales by Driehaus Capital
Management.
Elise Gertenbach (CMN
’01) was appointed director of
group sales at Hotel Contessa,
a 265-suite hotel in downtown
San Antonio, Texas.
Gina J. Linko (LAS
MA ’01) published her
latest book, “Flower Moon,”
in January 2018. Her
other novels for young adults
include “Flutter,” “Indigo,”
“Allie’s Answers,” “Frank’s
Fear,” “Holden’s Heart” and
“Rebecca’s Return.”
Michael Makstman (BUS
’01) was named city chief
information security officer
for the City and County of
San Francisco.
Rafi K. Jafri (JD ’03)
served as finance director
for the inauguration of
Philip Murphy as governor
of New Jersey. He is CEO
and president of Jafri
Strategies LLC.
Tarell Alvin McCraney
(THE ’03) will star in “Wig
Out!” at Chicago’s Steppenwolf Theatre in spring 2019.
McCraney, a Steppenwolf
ensemble member, wrote the
play, which deals with drag
ball culture.
Margo A. Steahly (SNL
’03) is now national sales
director with Capital
Square 1031, a real estate
investment and management
firm specializing in Delaware
statutory trust investments.

Amin Al-Arrayed (MBA
’04) was appointed chief
executive of Bahrain Real
Estate Investment (Edamah),
part of Bahrain Mumtalakat
Holding Company.
Sattam Al Gosaibi (MBA
’04) was appointed chief executive at Khaleeji Commercial
Bank, one of the leading
Islamic banks in Bahrain. He
has more than 20 years of
experience in banking.
Vanessa D. Fosse (JD ’04)
joined the Grand Rapids,
Mich., office of the law firm
of Smith Haughey Rice &
Roegge, where she represents
health care professionals and
facilities. She is a board member of the Michigan Defense
Trial Counsel and is affiliated
with the Defense Research
Institute of America.
Faisal R. Khan (CDM MS
’04) was promoted from vice
president of technology to
chief information officer of
Home Franchise Concepts,
a producer of direct-to-consumer home improvement
brands. He joined the
company in 2016.
Bakul V. Patel (CDM
MS ’04) was named the
chief information officer
of Cone Health, located in
Greensboro, N.C.
John Redlingshafter
(JD ’04) recently joined
the Mescher Law Offices
in Washington, Ill., as
a shareholder. He will
continue his practice in local
government law and join
the firm’s corporate, real
estate and estate law practice
groups. He also owns and
manages his family farm
outside of Peoria, Ill.
Russell A. Carleton
(CSH MA ’05, PhD ’09)
is the author of “The Shift:
The Next Evolution in
Baseball Thinking.” He
writes about making data
digestible and showing how
the arguments between
sabermetrics and traditional
baseball culture hinge not
on math but rather on
asking the right questions.
Shane C. Garrison (MBA
’05) was appointed president
of Retail Properties of
America Inc., where he is
also chief operating officer.

Spotlight

N

ext time you’re admiring a richly textured
necklace in a fashion
magazine, check the
artist’s name—it just might
be Rosa Kilgore (LAS
’00). Kilgore is gaining
national recognition for
her heirloom-quality jewelry, each piece crafted by
hand in her metalsmithing
studio in Flagstaff, Ariz.
“I’m primarily interested
in texture and shape,” says
Kilgore, whose designs
evoke ancient coins, natural
elements such as bark and feathers, and iconic Western symbols. “I
work with baroque pearls, which are not perfectly round, and with
organic, natural beads and stones. I call them nuggets.”
She makes most of her beads and amulets using traditional
metalworking and casting techniques, many of them learned by
studying under Navajo artists. “I use their methods but I am careful not to use their designs. That’s derivative and disrespectful,”
she says. “My designs are contemporary.”
Her tools include tiny saws and hammers for creating textured
molds, an oxyacetylene torch, and a leather apron and gloves
to protect her from the drops of molten silver or bronze that
sometimes slingshot out of her centrifugal caster. She admits to
an occasional burn, “but not many,” she says with a laugh.
In spring 2018, Kilgore was named artist-in-residence at
Sanctuary on Camelback Mountain, a luxury hotel in Paradise
Valley, Ariz. In addition to providing a high-profile showcase for
her work, the residency enabled her to introduce guests to “the
allure of metalworking” through workshops. She loves watching
others discover the thrill of shaping silver: “There is something
magical about working with metal.”
View Kilgore’s creations at rosakilgore.com.

Lindsey Pate (THE
’05) joined Ballet Idaho as
development director.
Kelly A. Pietryla (EDU
’05) was appointed assistant
principal at Lakeview
Elementary School in
Hoffman Estates, Ill.
Lauren Coppola (JD ’06)
joined the national trial
firm Robins Kaplan LLP’s
business litigation practice
group as partner.
Drake Diener (EDU ’06)
was named head coach for
the Sabre men’s basketball
program at Marian University

Renters Warehouse, one
of the largest property
management companies in
the country. Jacobson began
his new role in February.

in Indianapolis. Diener joins
the coaching staff after 12
years of playing professional
basketball in Italy.
Peter Dulany (CDM
MS ’06) founded Dulany
Consulting, a technology
consulting company for
teachers based in Franklin
Park, Ill.
Peter Grable (MBA ’06)
is now the product manager
for KNIPEX Tools in Buffalo
Grove, Ill.
Nolan Jacobson (BUS
’06) is the executive vice
president of finance at
FA L L 2 0 1 8

Michael Mayer (JD ’06), an
attorney at Faruki Ireland Cox
Rhinehart & Dusing PLL,
was named a Forty Under
40 winner by the Dayton
Business Journal in Dayton,
Ohio. Mayer counsels a diverse range of companies and
litigates a variety of business
and commercial cases. He
also serves on the board of
directors of Brigid’s Path,
a Dayton-based nonprofit
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IN MEMORIAM
Lord, we commend to
you the souls of our
dearly departed. In your
mercy and love, grant
them eternal peace.
Alumni
Dorothy H. Krumm (LAS
’38) » Robert L. Donahue
(CSH ’46) » Clayton
O. Byam (JD ’47) » John
C. Mullen (LLB ’48) »
Donamarie F. Keefe (BUS
CER ’49) » Edmund
J. Urbanus (BUS
’49) » Thomas P. King
(BUS ’50) » Emanuel N.
Master (BUS ’50) »
Norman G. Peterson (CSH
MS ’50) » Joseph J.
Marik Jr. (MUS ’51, MM
’53) » Richard A. O’Grady

organization that provides
inpatient medical care for
drug-exposed newborns,
nonjudgmental support
for mothers and educational
services to improve
family outcomes.
Jorge Sanchez (BUS ’06),
Lyons Township (Ill.) High
School Hispanic liaison
and alternative education
teacher, was named VFW
Teacher of the Year by the
Western Springs, Ill., VFW
Post 10778.

» Norma Manjarrez
(BUS ’07) was
recognized by Chicago
Scholars with a 2018
35 Under 35 Making an
Impact Award. She is
an attorney at Ogletree Deakins, where
she handles labor and
employment concerns,
including discrimination,

38

(BUS ’51) » Dean H. Ball
(MUS MM ’52) » John
Masterson (LAS MA
'52) » Thomas F. Mulhern
(LLB ’52) » Henry J. Polit
(BUS ’52) » Thomas J.
McKeon (BUS ’53) »
Albert G. Januska (CSH
’54) » Raffe H. Simonian
(LAS ’55) » Sr. Lenore
M. Gardner, R.S.M. (MUS
’56) » William P. Aitken
(BUS ’57) » Marie L.
Doroba (CSH ’57) »
Edward S. Harris (JD
’57) » Marion K. Sitkiewicz
(CSH ’57) » Dr. Robert
E. Brewer (LAS ’58) »
Raymond H. Werner (BUS
’58) » Joseph R. Hlavin
Jr. (JD ’59) » William J.
Wasko (BUS ’59) » Mary
K. Dyson (BUS CER ’60) »
Nicholas S. Marquisos

(BUS ’62) » Thomas R.
Bandoly (LAS ’64) » Sr.
Celine Tomasic (LAS
’64) » Marilyn R. Marks
(EDU ’65) » Willard R.
Froehlich (BUS ’66) »
Philip R. Kemp (BUS
’67) » Rev. Ronald J.
Gollatz (CSH ’68) » Teddy
S. Singer (LAS ’68) » Sr.
Mildred Slabenak (EDU
’68) » Sr. M. Anne
Wayrowski, O.S.F. (MEd
’68) » Mary A. Armer
(LAS MA ’69) » Raymond
Piet (LAS ’70) » James F.
Harte (BUS ’72) » James
A. Knepper (LAS ’73, JD
’76) » William P. O’Hara
(CSH ’73) » Peter J.
Warburton (MEd ’73) »
Rodiste C. Dearing (LAS
MS ’74) » Sr. Margaret
A. Martinek, O.S.F.

(MEd ’74) » Lester W.
Montgomery (BUS ’74) »
Maureen C. Gamboney
(LAS ’75) » Carleton H.
Morrison Jr. (JD ’76) »
Robert R. Bodzianowski
(MBA ’77) » Vasilios
Tsouklis (LAS MA
’77) » Douglas W.
Westwood (BUS ’77) »
Margaret L. Reed (MBA
’79) » Barbara B. Bressler
(JD ’80) » Kenneth E.
Edwards (MBA ’80, BUS
MS ’82) » John F.
Carlson (MST ’81) » Linda
J. Newton (LAS MS
’84) » Evelyn C. Perodeau
(MBA ’85) » Gerald D.
Zansitis (JD ’86) » Michael
J. Wilson (JD ’90) »
Danielle E. Colyer (EDU ’93,
JD ’01) » John F. Monahan
(MEd ’01) » Kathleen M.

Keaty (CSH ’03) » Karmon
D. Schmitt (CDM MS
’11) » James G. Knepper
(BUS ’12) » Judson T.
Allen (MBA ’15) »
Savannah J. Buik (CSH ’18)

harassment and wage
violations. Manjarrez
has served on the
associate board for
Latinos Progresando
and Court Appointed
Special Advocates
for Children, acted as
a writing coach for
Posse Foundation
and contributed to
the Illinois College
of Law’s legal
writing department.

Shelly Kendricks (JD
’08) left the Air Force
Materiel Command Law
Office after 10 years of
service. She is now counsel
for commercial contracts at
Fujitec America Inc.

events in the world. He
recently made his debut
with Opera Colorado and
has performed with
opera companies in Virginia,
Louisiana and California.

Doris and Ragnvald
Ylvisaker Endowed
Award in spring 2018,
enabling her to serve
as a visiting researcher
with the trainee
research group of the
Philosophy, Science
and the Sciences
doctoral program at
Humboldt University
in Berlin, Germany.

Jared Rabin (MUS ’07,
MM ’13) recently released
a new Americana EP,
“Wondering About the
Weather,” in June 2018. He is
a grandson of Samuel Magad
(MUS ’55, DHL ’10), former
concertmaster for the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra.
Jack J. Casciato (LAS
’08) is the second-youngest
attorney to be named a
partner with Clifford Law
Offices, which he joined in
April 2018.
Justin Cruz (JD ’08)
joined the litigation practice
group of Michael Best &
Friedrich in Denver. His
practice focuses on intellectual property litigation.
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Ryan Wietholter Partin
(CSH ’08) joined R.F.
MacDonald Co. as a sales
engineer supplying boilers,
pumps, composites and
accessories for commercial
and industrial applications.
Bianca A. Suarez (EDU
MA ’08) is the director
of the McNair Scholars
Program at Wayne State University in Detroit. She will be
teaching research methodologies and continuing her
teaching appointment with
the Center for Latino/a and
Latin American Studies.
She recently earned a PhD
from the University of
California, Berkeley.
Betty J. Weir (MEd ’08)
is now assistant principal
of The Skokie School,
Winnetka, Ill.
Ryan T. Bradford (MUS
’09) is a semifinalist for the
2018 McCammon Voice
Competition, one of the
most prestigious operatic

Stephen Lee (BUS ’09)
was promoted to senior
vice president with the BSC
Group LLC, a commercial
real estate financing advisor.
He is based in the firm’s
Chicago office.
John B. Loker (JD ’09)
is of counsel with the new
Silicon Valley law office
of Dickinson Wright. He
will focus on intellectual
property and licensing.

» Holly G. Moore (LAS
PhD ’09) is an
associate professor of
philosophy at Luther
College in Decorah,
Iowa. She received the

Friends
Florence D. Baldacci »
Dr. Jeffrey M. Bergen »
Kim L. Clark » The Hon.
Robert Ginsberg » Marilyn
T. McGury » Kenton D.
Payne » Marilyn J. Pierce »
Marian A. Schieber » Ellen
M. Schrader » Rami
Solomonow

Editor’s Note: Due to space
limitations, this memorial list
includes only those alumni
and friends who our offices
have confirmed have passed
away since the previous issue
was printed.

2010s
Allison Gessner (MM
’10) and James Brinkmann
(MUS ’11) starred in
“Concerto for Frenemies,”
an interactive performance
with elements of classical
music, theatre and comedy,
in April 2018. Brinkmann
and Gessner, the founders of
Floboe Productions Studio,
are a music duo who engage
audiences in classical music by
fusing chamber music, stories
and interdisciplinary elements.
Mark P. Kelley (MBA ’10)
was named executive director
of the technology, internet,
media and telecom group
of Instinet LLC, which
provides brokerage services
to institutions.

Ivan Tsios (MBA ’10) was
named director of economics
and valuation services in
the tax practice of Baker
McKenzie. He is based in
the law firm’s Chicago office.
Lei Xie (MBA ’10) was
appointed director of
financial and auxiliary services
at Waubonsee Community
College, located in the
western suburbs of Chicago.
Matthew A. Brodsky
(MBA ’11) was named vice
president of NorthMarq
Capital’s Chicago office.

» Sabreena T. ElAmin (CSH ’11) was
appointed chair of
the Public Interest
Law Initiative’s young
professionals board.
She is an associate in
the Chicago office of
Jackson Lewis PC.
Christina L. Grant (CSH
’11) was named director of
audience development for
Chicago’s Joffrey Ballet.

Christianne Dinsmore
(CDM MS ’12) joined the
analytics services organization of Health Catalyst as a
senior analytics engineer.
Daniel Gaitan (CMN ’12,
MA ’13) appeared on CNBC’s crime series “American
Greed” in April 2018. He
covered the story of Passages
Hospice CEO Seth Gillman
and his multimillion-dollar
scheme to defraud Medicare.
Tim Nedow (CDM ’12)
won the bronze medal for
shot put in Australia’s 2018
Gold Coast Commonwealth Games.
Kurt J. Akers (BUS ’13)
is the co-founder and CEO
of Kannatopia, an 1871
tech incubator company
that provides an online
platform for buyers and
sellers of legal marijuana to
connect, provide reviews and
recommendations, and share
related content.
Molly Burke (MM ’13,
CER ’15) sang the role
of Meg Page in Hunter
College’s production of
Verdi’s “Falstaff.” The opera
was performed July 13,
2018, at the college’s Kaye
Playhouse in New York City.
Carson J. Cunningham
(MBA ’13) was named men’s
basketball coach for the
University of the Incarnate
Word in San Antonio,
Texas. He was the 2017–18
Frontier Conference Coach
of the Year.
Eric Delagrange (MM
’13) sang the role of
Pistola in Hunter College’s
production of Verdi’s
“Falstaff.” The opera was
performed July 13, 2018, at
the college’s Kaye Playhouse
in New York City.

» Sufyan Sohel
(BUS MS ’11, JD ’11)
was recognized by
Chicago Scholars
with a 2018 35 Under
35 Making an Impact
Award. Sohel serves
as deputy director
and counsel at
CAIR-Chicago. He is a
trained mediator, and
speaks and consults
frequently on social
justice, diversity and
civil rights issues.

Kristen M. Geil (LAS
MA ’13) was named
editor-in-chief of aSweatLife,
a Chicago-based media
company that produces online
content, podcasts and special
events on fitness and wellness.
Kyle Hilbrenner (MBA
’13) was named vice president
of digital marketing for
RepairClinic.com, a North
American parts supplier.
Previously, he was director of
eCommerce for Zoro US.

Spotlight

J

osh Jones (MUS
’14), principal
percussionist at the
Calgary Philharmonic
Orchestra (CPO) in
Canada, was barely
out of diapers when he
started playing music—
or, rather, playing with
music. When he was in
the range of the radio
or TV, he would mimic
the sounds and voices
he was hearing. “My
parents would have the
‘Rocky IV’ cassette on
and I’d be singing the guitar part. When the tape rewound, I’d be
singing the trumpet part, then the lyrics,” Jones says.
When he was 10 years old, Jones, a native of Chicago’s Englewood neighborhood, joined the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s
Percussion Scholarship Program (PSP), a full-scholarship program that offers instruction to city youth. Through PSP, Jones
met instructors Doug Waddell (MUS ’84) and his wife, Patricia
Dash, who were quick to take him under their guidance.
Waddell was the first person to tell Jones about DePaul’s
School of Music and spoke of it more frequently as Jones was
approaching college age. Waddell told him about friends or
colleagues who were percussion instructors at the school,
notably Michael Green, Michael Kozakis and Eric Millstein. Jones
eventually chose DePaul because it had five percussion instructors, as opposed to the average of two at other conservatories
he was considering.
Jones praises his DePaul instructors for stressing the importance of playing to the beat of his own drum, instead of playing
it safe. After he graduated, Jones was selected for the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra’s Fellowship Program, a two-year internship for African-American musicians. At the end of his internship,
Jones auditioned for a percussion position at the symphony. He
made it to the finals, but was cut at the very end.
When he moved back to Chicago, Jones faced an uphill
battle to continue his music career. “It was super hard, especially
coming out of the Detroit Symphony,” Jones says. “It was really
depressing.”
Then he got a break: an opening for CPO’s sole percussionist
position. Of the 135 applications, only 40 candidates were invited
to audition, including Jones. After several rounds of auditions, he
was named principal percussionist. “It was my ninth professional
audition,” Jones says. “Some people get it in the first audition,
other people get it in the 30th.”
“Playing now, it was all worth it,” he reflects. “I have the
opportunity not only to be myself, but to be an inspiration to
other people who want to feel free and play however they want
to play.”
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» Joachim Stepniewski
(MM ’13) and his
father played Mozart’s
“Concertone for Two
Violins and Orchestra
in C Major” with the
Grosse Pointe (Mich.)
Symphony Orchestra
on March 4, 2018.
Nicole D. Coleman
(CMN MA ’14) joined the
Chattanooga Theatre Centre
as a box office operations

assistant. She serves as
an ArtsBuild panelist for
the Community Cultural
Connections Grant panel
and program coordinator
for the Martin Luther King
Birthday Party Celebration
sponsored by the Unity
Group of Chattanooga. She
won a Nashville Midsouth
Regional Emmy Award while
co-hosting KidsTalk for
WRCB-TV.
Emily M. Deering (LAS
’14) and her husband,
Matt Caruso, opened
the Stamped Robin wine
and cocktail lounge in
downtown Kalamazoo,
Mich. She also is the
development manager at the
YWCA of Kalamazoo.
Tawanda Lawrence (EdD
’14) was appointed senior
director of curriculum of the

Oak Park (Ill.) Elementary
Schools District 97.
Tara Poyer-Ballerine (CSH
’14), who recently earned her
doctor of veterinary medicine
degree from the University of
Illinois College of Veterinary
Medicine, will begin
practicing at Fox Lake Animal
Hospital in Fox Lake, Ill.
Christopher Witting (LAS
’14, MPA ’17) was hired as
the complaints coordinator
of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Office of the Inspector
General in Madison.
Tejonne I. Vinson (JD
‘15) was hired as a broker
associate by Kiser Group,
a Chicago mid-market
brokerage firm.
Diana Gutierrez (CMN
’16) was hired as a reporter

for “The Jam,” the weekday
morning news and talk show
on WCIU-TV in Chicago.
Tanner J. Krause (MBA
’16) was named president
of convenience store chain
Kum & Go, effective June
1, 2018. The company was
founded by his great-grandparents, and he began
working at a store at age 9.
Manuel Ramos (CMN
’16) joined the Chicago
Sun-Times in June 2018 as
part of Report for America,
a non-for-profit initiative
involving eight news
organizations across the
country. He will focus on
coverage of Chicago’s South
and West sides.
Eliot Tracz (JD ’16) is
judicial clerk to the Hon.
Kathy Wallace of the

Minnesota 3rd Judicial
District in Rochester.
Charles “Chaz” Bottoms
(CDM ’17) had his
seven-minute animated film
“All Kids Go to Hell” debut
in April 2018 as part of
the Cleveland International
Film Festival.
Jenna McDonnell
(CMN ’17) is now a
client experience associate
at improve it! LLC, a
professional development
company that conducts
workshops that employ
improvisation techniques
to improve employees’ soft
skills in corporate settings.
Brenden Moore (CMN
’17) has assumed the position
of statehouse reporter for
The State Journal-Register in
Springfield, Ill.

DePaul Pride
Do you have a photo that shows your
DePaul spirit? Send the image to
dpalumni@depaul.edu with your name
and the location where the photo was
taken, and you may see yourself in a
future issue of DePaul Magazine. Highresolution images only.

DePaul Student Veterans Union members
Ricardo Rivera, a senior majoring in chemistry,
and Andrew Athanasiadis, a senior majoring in
computer science, at the Memorial Day 20-Mile
Ruck March in Chicago’s Lincoln Park

Austin Henggeler (BUS ’10), Danielle Pitaro
(CMN ’17), Nicole Pitaro (CMN ’13), Chris Pitaro
(BUS ’11) and Jake Douglas (BUS ’15) at the
Trevi Fountain in Rome, Italy
Photo taken by Kevin Phillips (CDM ’11)
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Stanley Herzog (BUS ’68) and his wife, Dianne,
on Vincentian Service Day at the St. James Food
Pantry in Chicago’s Bronzeville neighborhood

Christine Lesniak Kern (BUS ’87) in Juneau, one
of the ports of call on the 14-day Alaskan cruise
and land tour she took with her husband, Ron,
to celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary

Some of the more than 25 Japanese Studies
alumni at their reunion in Tokyo, Japan

